24 June 1999

PRESS RELEASE FOR THE CLCSI NG OF THE THI RTY- SECOND
SESSI ON OF THE UNCC GOVERNI NG COUNCI L

The Governing Council of the United Nations Conpensation
Conmi ssion concluded its thirty-second session today under the
Presi dency of Anmbassador Hans Hei nemann of the Netherlands. The
del egations of Kuwait, Iraq, India (on behalf of nine claimnt
countries) and Bosnia and Herzegovi na addressed the 15 nenber
Governing Council at its opening plenary neeting.

The Council considered five reports and recomendati ons of the
Panel s of Commi ssioners. Three of the reports concerned clains filed

by individuals, and a total award of US$1, 940, 475,090 in respect of
68, 092 successful clains was approved:

In the report on individual clains for damages up to US$100, 000

(category “C' clains), it was recommended that 67,079 clains

recei ve conpensation, in the total anount of US$1, 918, 413, 948.
The approval of this report nmarked the conclusion of the review

of over 1.6 mllion category “C' clains;

In the report on individual clainms for damages above US$100, 000

(category “D’), it was recommended that 377 clains receive
conpensation, in the total amount of US$19, 502, 642;

In the special report on individual clains for departure from

Irag or Kuwait (category “A’), it was recommended that 636
clains receive a total anount of US$2, 558, 500.

The Council al so considered and approved two reports and
recommendati ons by the “E1” Panel of Conmi ssioners concerning the
second and third instalments of oil sector clains filed by
cor porations:

The second instal ment of “E1" clains involved five clains filed
on behal f of corporations by four Governnments, with three clains
fromtwo Governnents recomended for compensation, with a total

award val ue of US$2, 837, 091, 980;

The third instal nent of “E1” clains involved 14 clains filed on

behal f of corporations by six Governnents, with twelve clains

fromfive Governments reconmended for conpensation, with a total

award val ue of US$26, 348, 087.



The Council discussed a progress report of the Executive
Secretary on the activities of the Comm ssion. The report addressed
t he processing and paynment of clains.

The Council continued and finalized discussion on the issue of
priority of paynment and the paynent nechanismto successful clains
fromindividuals, corporations and Governnents for the second phase
of paynments. The first phase of paynments, with priority given to
i ndi vidual claimants in accordance with Governi ng Council decision
17, involved initial payment of US$2,500 to each successful clai mant
in categories “A” and “C’ and paynent of the full anmount to al
successful claimants in category “B” (death or serious persona
injury). The first phase of paynents is scheduled to end in July 1999
with over US$3 billion having been paid out to successful individual
cl ai mants.

The second phase of paynents is expected to comrence in August
1999. The Council decided that in accordance with its decision 17,
the Commission will continue to give priority to individual claimnts
with clains up to US$100, 000 (categories “A” and “C') with the aim of
achieving full paynment of all clainms in these categories by the end
of 2002, while also providing neani ngful conpensation to individua
claimants cl ai mi ng over US$100, 000, corporate entities and
Governnents (categories “D', “E’” and “F’). It was al so deci ded t hat
the Executive Secretary will make paynents, on an instal nent basis,
of US$25,000 (or the unpaid principal anbunt of the award if less) to
each successful clainmant. Once this amobunt has been paid, a second
paynment of US$75,000 (or the unpaid principal anpbunt of the award if
less) will be nmade. The Council also expressed its willingness to
consider at a later stage the special circunstances pertaining to
successful environmental nonitoring and assessnent clains and, in
this context, to consider addressing the level and priority of
paynents to be made in respect of such clains.

The Governing Council decided to hold its thirty-third session
from 28-30 Septenber 1999.

The text of all Governing Council decisions and reports and

recommendat i ons of Panels of Commi ssioners can be found on the UNCC
website |l ocated at http://ww. uncc. ch



